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Executive Summary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Data Collection
Detailed park assessment sheets were
completed by the planning team and
city staff to document and rate existing
conditions. An inventory of park
facilities was compiled that identified
the quantity of recreation features and
existing park acreage both within and
immediately surrounding Creve Coeur.
Other background information collected
included a demographics evaluation
and a review of regional bicycle
networks in and around the city.

In the fall of 2018, the city of Creve
Coeur and a team of landscape
architects at Planning Design Studio
embarked on creating the city’s
first Parks and Recreation master
plan. The purpose of the plan was
to create a community-driven guide
for updates and renovations to Creve
Coeur’s city parks over the next ten
years. The master plan determines
future expansion needs, documents
priorities of the community and
identifies potential opportunities for
new recreation activities. The parks
master plan process involved public
engagement along with strategic
interaction with the Creve Coeur
City Council and Parks and Historic
Preservation Committee. The master
plan explored trail system expansion
opportunities, park development and
renovation ideas, and new recreation
opportunities.

Analysis & Concept
Development
An analysis of the existing inventory
of Creve Coeur and surrounding park
land acreage was completed as well
as a review of the distribution of park
land within the city limits. The analysis
revealed that the existing quantity and
distribution of park land is consistent
with the standards at this time. Current
recreation facility quantities were
compared to national standards to
identify potential needs for additional
facility development. Creve Coeur
and surrounding recreation facilities
such as playgrounds, sports fields and
trails generally met the standards for
recreation facilities except for a few
facilities. Those facilities short of the
standards and identified as a priority
by residents were incorporated into

The master plan document is organized
by the three phases of the master
planning process and a section on
public input, which was gathered
throughout the process. The master
plan phases include: 1) Data Collection,
2) Analysis & Concept Development
and 3) Master Plan.
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Executive Summary
Master Plan

the concepts for the various park
improvements. Initial concepts for
improvements to existing facilities and
recommendations for new facilities
were developed and presented to
the public for feedback. Creve Coeur
parks staff, the Parks and Historic
Preservation Committee, City Council
and the public provided input on
priorities for improvements.

Feedback from the surveys and
meetings was incorporated into the
initial improvement considerations.
Assessment matrices of potential
recommendations were completed
to quantify community value for
potential improvements. Then scatter
charts were created for each park, in
which the community value rating for
each improvement was then plotted
against its order of magnitude cost.
These charts helped visualize the
community value to cost ratio for each
potential improvement. Along with
feedback from the community and city
representatives, final recommendations
were distilled from this process. A
summary of the recommendations for
each park follows.

Public Input
Input was gathered throughout the
planning process through public
meetings, a user group meeting,
city council meetings, Parks and
Historic Preservation Committee
Meetings, a visit to a local school,
and two online surveys. The first
survey asked participants about the
park facilities they most use and
general new facilities they would
prioritize. The second survey asked
respondents to rank the importance of
improvements identified thus far in the
planning process and allowed write-in
comments. The public and stakeholder
meetings presented information on
the status of the planning process,
presented potential improvements,
and collected input from discussion,
keypad polling, and comment sheets.
Feedback was documented and
incorporated into the master plan as
appropriate.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

In addition to the improvements listed
below, the master plan recommends
upgrade signage at all parks and
converting the four unheated restrooms
to facilities that can be used yearround. It is also recommended
that pickleball striping be adding to
each tennis facility, as an easy and
inexpensive way to expand park
programming and increase community
recreation opportunities.
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Executive Summary
Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park

Conway Park
Major improvements include expanding
the parking area by 30 spaces and
removing the tennis courts. These
improvements are expect to cost in the
range of $125-$250K. The expanded
parking will allow for new program
elements to be added, including a
disc golf course (at a cost of less than
$25K), an arboretum (estimated cost
of $25-$100K) and dredging to the lake
to allow for fishing ($100-$250K). It
is also suggested that swings and an
associated safety surface be added to
the playground at a cost of $25-100K.
Resurfacing of the asphalt walking
trails is recommended (probable cost is
$100K+).

Major improvements include replacing
the old playground and safety surface
with a new 2-5 year old playground and
safety surface adjacent to the 5-12 year
old play structure. A new pavilion and
small water play feature will be added
to this area as well, replacing the old
pavilion. Together, these improvements
are expected to cost in range of $100$250K (this and all following costs are
in 2019 dollars). A dog park (probable
cost between $25K and $100K) and
multi-use court (probably cost between
$100K and $250K) are recommended
for Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial
Park as well. Asphalt trail resurfacing
(estimated at $100k+) , pedestrian
bridge replacement ($25K-$100K), and
eventually tennis court replacement (in
6-10 years, at a cost of $100K-$250K)
are suggested to keep all facilities safe
and functional.
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LaVerne Collins Park
Recommended improvements are to
add a dog park, develop a community
garden, and eventually update the
park’s benches and picnic tables.
These are all relatively low cost
improvements.
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Executive Summary
Lake School Park

Millennium Park

Major proposed renovations are
removing the playground and
expanding the tennis courts into a
tennis complex and perimeter walking
trail. The tennis complex could cost
more than $750K, depending of the
number of courts and amenities.
Accessible paths that meet the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards should be included in this
improvement. Renovations to the Lake
School Building are suggested in 6-10
years to preserve the historic structure
and expand park programming to allow
tours and provide educational elements
inside the building. The cost for these
improvements may be $250-750K.

Major improvements include an
amphitheater or band stand as a 3-6
year improvement at a cost of $100250K. An improved and expanded
splash pad is recommended as a 3-6
year improvement at a cost of $100250K. A ninja course playground
is recommended to expand park
programming in 3-6 years at a
similar cost. A new nature trail with
interpretive or educational elements
is recommended in the undeveloped
wooded area of the park at a cost
of $100-250K. A new pedestrian
connection to Deland Drive on the
south side of the park is recommended
to improve park access. New outdoor
fitness equipment are suggested
along the walking trail at a cost of
$25-$100K. Finally, playground
improvements and asphalt trail
resurfacing are recommended as 3-6
year improvements (at a probable cost
of $100-250K each) to maintain the
safety and longevity of these facilities.

Malcolm Terrace Park
Major improvements include adding
new nature trails through the wooded
area and replacing the pavilion. Each
of these projects are expected to cost
between $25K and $100K. The existing
nature trails are renovated, including
the addition of two pedestrian bridges.
Park programming is expanded with a
new multi-use court, which will replace
the sand volleyball court, at a cost of
$100-$250K. Eventual replacement of
the play equipment and safety surface
is recommended in 3-6 years at a cost
of $100-250K.
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The Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan is a
community-based plan
Conway Park

Introduction

1

INTRODUCTION

new recreation opportunities that
will enhance the overall Creve Coeur
community for young and old alike. The
plan considers environmentally friendly
practices and improvements to help
reduce maintenance for the staff.

The City of Creve Coeur
embarked on their first Parks
and Recreation master
plan in the summer of 2018 with the
release of a Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) seeking submittals from skilled
parks planning consultants that would
provide overall guidance for updates
and renovations to the City’s Park
system for the next 10 years. After
a staff review of the qualifications
submitted and an interview of the top
four shortlisted firms the City of Creve
Coeur selected Planning Design Studio
to complete the parks master plan.
Planning Design Studio is a St. Louis
based landscape architecture firm
specializing in parks and recreation
master planning projects with decades
of award-winning park planning
experience.

PROJECT GOALS AND
OBJECTIVES
The Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation
Master Plan project was developed to
be a community-based plan that will
identify current and future recreation
needs for the city. The overall project
objectives were to:

Per the RFQ, the purpose of the
Parks Master Plan is to assist the
City of Creve Coeur in determining
priorities of the community and
taking an overall look at potential
opportunities for new recreation
activities. The parks master plan
process involved public engagement
along with strategic interaction with
our City Council and Parks and Historic
Preservation Committee. The study
explored expansion opportunities
for trail systems, renovation ideas
for parks development and identifies
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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•

Document current conditions and
issues in the parks

•

Identify needed improvements in the
parks

•

Explore development scenarios that
address the needs and desires of
the community

•

Explore connectivity of biking/hiking
opportunities in the area

•

Develop budget cost information for
the development scenarios

•

Identify priorities and strategies
for funding implementation of park
improvements

Planning Design Studio
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Introduction
THE PLANNING
PROCESS
Planning Design Studio was selected
by the City of Creve Coeur to complete
the city’s first Parks and Recreation
Master Plan.
The recreation planning process which
began in the Fall of 2018 included
three main phases; 1) Data Collection,
2) Analysis & Concept Development
and 3) Master Plan. The project
included opportunities for public
input throughout the process. Public
meetings focused on the master plan

were held as well as a user group
meeting, city council meetings, Parks
and Historic Preservation Committee
Meetings, and a visit to a local school.
Two online surveys were conducted to
gather input in the process. Feedback
on the project from the public and city
staff regarding park use, park condition
and unmet recreation needs was
gathered and incorporated into the
master plan.
See Figure 1 for an illustration of the
master planning process. A more
detailed description of the project
follows.

Figure 1: The Master Planning Process

10

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

|

Planning Design Studio

|

Summer 2019

Introduction
PROJECT PHASES

The Analysis & Concept Development
Phase included a review of existing park
land acreage and distribution within the
City to determine the potential need for
additional park land.

The Data Collection phase was
comprised of tasks and meetings that
helped the project team get familiar
with the Creve Coeur park facilities.

Current recreation facility quantities
were compared to national standards
to identify potential needs for additional
recreation facility development. In this
phase, initial considerations for existing
and new facilities were developed and
presented to the public for feedback.
The concept development ideas
focused on opportunities and different
scenarios at existing park land.

Detailed park assessment sheets
were completed by the planning team
as well as city staff to document and
rate existing conditions. The planning
team visited the parks with city staff
in order to evaluate issues on site. The
staff and planning team completed
the park assessments to create
condition ratings and suggest potential
improvements to existing facilities.
Park Assessments have been included
in Appendix A as a reference.

The Master Plan phase included the
refinement of initial recommendations
that were developed in the previous
phase.

An inventory of park facilities was
compiled that identified the quantity of
recreation features and existing park
acreage both within and immediately
surrounding Creve Coeur. Other
background information collected
included a demographics evaluation
and a review of regional bicycle
networks in and around the city.

Creve Coeur parks staff, the Parks
and Historic Preservation Committee,
City Council and the public provided
input on priorities for improvements.
In addition, an assessment matrix
of potential recommendations
was completed to determine
community value in determining
which projects should be included in
the recommendations. The master
plan section includes identification of
potential funding opportunities for park
improvements and a suggested time
frame for improvements.

The information compiled in the Data
Collection phase helped to increase
understanding of the community
context, recreation issues and
opportunities for future recreation
development.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

|

Planning Design Studio

|

Summer 2019

11

Introduction
DOCUMENT
ORGANIZATION
This master plan report is organized
into the following sections:

12

•

Data Collection - Contains
summaries of the data collection
activities that were done to lay the
framework for the Creve Coeur
parks and recreation master
planning process

•

Park Land & Recreation Facility
Analysis - Summary of the analysis
efforts that shaped the formulation
of recommendations

•

Public Input - Summary of the
activities related to the gathering
input into the planning process

•

Master Plan - Identification of the
improvement scenarios and cost
implications; includes discussion of
priorities and funding strategies

•

Appendix A – Community Value
Matrices

•

Appendix B – Park Assessments

•

Appendix C – Meeting notes

•

Appendix D – PowerPoint
presentations and boards developed
for the public meetings

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
CREVE COEUR
OVERVIEW

Creve Coeur is bordered by
unincorporated St. Louis County
to the north, the municipalities of
Chesterfield and Town & County to the
south and west, and the municipalities
of Westwood, Frontenac, Ladue, and
Olivette to the south and east.

The City of Creve Coeur is
a thriving municipality in
central St. Louis County, Missouri.
The city boundary encompasses a
total area of 10.27 square miles. The
2017 estimated population of 18,702 is
approximately 4.9% more than the 2010
census figure.

Figures 1a and 1b show Creve Coeur’s
location within St. Louis County and
surrounding municipalities.

Figure 1a: Creve Coeur
Location Within St.
Louis County

Figure 1b: Creve Coeur and Surrounding Municipalities
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
Land Use & Zoning

population of Creve Coeur residents,
which is estimated by the U.S. Census
Bureau to be around 18,000. The larger
daytime population likely increases
the usage and demand to parks and
recreation facilities within Creve Coeur.

Creve Coeur is primarily zoned as
a residential community, but also
contains large commercial areas
clustered on it’s northern border along
Olive Blvd and in the northeast corner
near the 39 North development District.
The commercial area is composed of
office buildings, research facilities and
retail areas, which collectively bring
Creve Coeur’s ‘daytime’ population to
50,000. This is much larger than the

Institutional parcels are scattered
throughout the municipality, especially
along the southern boundary. These
include multiple hospitals and school
campuses. These institutions further
increase the potential users of Creve
Coeur parks.

Figure 2: Creve Coeur Land Use Map
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Data Collection
PARKS OVERVIEW

The city’s parks have four pavilions,
seven playgrounds (in five parks), one
youth baseball field, five restrooms,
eight tennis courts, one splash pad, one
lake, one dog park, two natural prairie
areas, and four historic buildings.

The six parks, totaling 110.63 acres,
analyzed for this master plan include:
• Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park
- 9.75 acres

Creve Coeur Parks also include the
Dielmann Recreation Complex. This
facility was excluded from this master
plan as previous studies have already
identified improvement priorities. These
are summarized on the following page.

• Conway Park - 31.13 acres
• Lake School Park - 9.10 acres
• LaVerne Collins Park - 1.24 acres
• Malcolm Terrace Park - 34.01 acres
• Millennium Park - 25.40 acres
Park locations within the Creve Coeur
City boundary are shown in Figure 3
below.

Figure 3: Creve Coeur Existing Park Locations Map

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
DIELMANN COMPLEX &
GOLF COURSE STUDIES

DEMOGRAPHICS
SUMMARY

As part of the data collection process,
previous studies were reviewed so
that the planning team could become
more familiar with the recreation
facilities in Creve Coeur and to help
identify improvement priorities. Two
of recent studies reviewed included
the Creve Coeur Golf Course Analysis
and the Dielmann Recreation Complex
Assessment. General information
regarding each study is listed below.

Creve Coeur has a population of 18,171,
which represents 7,731 households.
The median household size is 2.26
people and median age is 48 years.
For comparison, the St. Louis County
median household size is 2.44 and
median age is 40.3 years.

Population Changes
According to U.S. Census Bureau
population estimates, Creve Coeur’s
population grew by 4.8% between
2010 and 2018, from 17,855 in 2010
to 18,717 in 2018. Over the same time
period, the national population grew
6%, the Missouri population grew 2.3%
and the St. Louis County population
decreased 0.2%.

Creve Coeur Golf Course: Analysis of
Existing Golf Course Conditions for
Needs Assessment, 2015
•

This study analyzed the conditions
of the golf course and identified
needed improvements

•

Can be found online at: www.crevecoeur.org/golfassessment

The average age in Creve Coeur is
rising. Between 2010 and 2017, the
percentage of population over 65
increased while the percentage under
18 decreased and the median age
rose. The St. Louis County, Missouri
and U.S. populations are aging
similarly. This aging of the population
should be considered when planning
for future recreation needs. Table 1
on the following page provides more
information on changes in Creve
Coeur’s population.

Dielmann Recreation Complex Building
Assessment / Analysis, 2013

16

•

Cannon Design conducted an
assessment / analysis of the
Dielmann Recreation Complex
building that identified three phases
of recommended improvements

•

Several improvements were
completed in 2015 and 2016

•

A copy of the study can be acquired
from the City of Creve Coeur.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
Racial/Ethnic Diversity

Income

Creve Coeur is less diverse than St.
Louis County or the U.S. average, but
diversity has slightly increased over
the past 10 years. See Table 2 below
for more information on racial and
ethnic diversity changes in Creve Coeur
between 2010 and 2017.

In Creve Coeur, the median household
and individual incomes are significantly
higher than national or county averages.
The poverty rate is low and the percent
of households making $100K or more
per year is high. See Table 3 below for
median income and poverty levels in
Creve Coeur compared to national, state
and county averages.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2006-2010 and 2013-2017 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates and U.S. Census Bureau 2013-2017 Quick Facts
Note: At the time of writing, only data for total population estimates are available for
2018; 2017 data is used for all other information categories.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2006-2010 and 2013-2017
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2013-2017 Quick Facts

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
Missouri State Health
Ranking
The State of Missouri ranked 40th out
of 50 states in overall health ranking
in 2017 by America’s Health Rankings
United Health Foundation. Missouri
has a high smoking rate, high rates
of violent crime, and a low number
of dentists. Other factors negatively
influencing Missouri’s ranking include
24.9% of adults are physically inactive,
31.7% of adults are obese, and 11.5%
of adults that have diabetes. Figure
4 shows changes in Missouri health
statistics between 2016 and 2017.

Figure 4: Changes in Missouri Health Statistics Between 2016 and 2017,
by America’s Health Rankings United Health Foundations
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Data Collection
INTRODUCTION TO PARK
ASSESSMENTS

The public was given the opportunity
to provide their input about individual
parks, park facilities, and the overall
park system at public meetings and
through online surveys.

The planning team conducted
evaluations of the state of each park
to help guide the recommendations
of the master plan. The evaluation
process began with park assessment
sheets that were completed separately
by the planning consultants and
city park staff. On the sheets, the
evaluators inventoried park facilities,
rated their condition, and provided initial
recommendations for improvements.
Refer to Appendix A for the completed
assessment sheets.

Millennium Park

The resulting data was compiled by
the planning team and analyzed and
evaluated in the next phase of the
planing process. The results of the data
collection for each park are summarized
on the following pages.

LaVerne Collins Park
Lake School Park

Dr. H. Phillip
Venable
Memorial
Park

Malcolm Terrace Park

Conway Park

N
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park

Data Collection
Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park

near the pavilion, a fire pit, a pedestrian
bridge connecting to a residential
neighborhood to the east, and a
small 2-5 year old play area. There
are covered and uncovered benches
throughout the park. A water fountain is
located near the restroom.

Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park
consists of 9.75 acres and is located at
10630 Country View Drive.
The location is within a residential
neighborhood with one winding road
as the primary access point. The
park’s primary facilities include three
tennis courts and a large 5-12 year old
playground structure. The park also
includes a 9’ x 18’ restroom, a 40’ x 40’
metal and wood pavilion, open space
used as a soccer field, a picnic area to
the south of the tennis courts with a
concrete table, additional picnic tables

The larger and newer play area has
approximately 6,000 SF of poured
in place (PIP) safety surface. There
is room around this play area for
potential expansion of 2-5 year old play
equipment. The 2-15 year old play area
consists of dated metal play pieces on
a 3,000 SF wood mulch safety surface.
Figure 5 on below shows the location of
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park’s
existing facilities.

N
Figure 5: Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park Existing Facilities
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
The park’s assets include it’s large
size and many existing amenities. It
has plenty of open space and ample
parking that would easily allow for an
expansion in programming. Portions
of the park, including around the
playgrounds and picnic area, are wellshaded with mature trees.

There is no accessible route to either
of the playgrounds or the tennis courts
from the parking lot. The walking trail
is also not accessible, with some areas
having a very steep slope.
The pedestrian bridge is in need
of repair or replacement. The
tennis courts have recently been
resurfaced but will eventually need
full replacement. The courts are not
lighted. The restroom is unheated and
is therefore only open seasonally.

Disadvantages include the narrow
residential access road with no
pedestrian or bicycle facilities. The
road’s location within a neighborhood
and the presence of nearby mature
trees would make widening of the road
difficult.
Some park facilities, including the play
equipment, safety surfaces and pavilion
are showing wear and in need of repair.
The 2-5 year old play equipment is
quite dated and in need of replacement.

2-5 Year Old Playground with Older Play Structures

Large, Well-Used Play Structure

22
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Data Collection
Conway Park

The playground structure is designed
for 5-12 years olds and sits on a 3,200
SF poured in place rubber safety
surface.

Conway Park consists of 31.13 acres
and is located at 12301 Conway Road.

The dog park includes a drinking water
station, a dog washing area, a spacious
running area and several benches.
There is an additional water fountain
located near the tennis courts.

The park’s primary facilities include a
playground, two tennis courts and the
city’s only dog park. Other facilities
include a one-mile walking trail around
a 1.4-acre lake, two picnic areas, a 15’
x 15’ wood pavilion, a 9’ x 18’ restroom,
a public art fixture and two prairie
areas. The park contains two historic
cabins, Clester and Hackmann cabin,
which were built in the late 1700’s and
relocated to the park site in the 1990’s.

Figure 6 below shows Conway Park’s
existing facilities.

N
Figure 6: Conway Park Existing Facilities
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
The park’s assets include its spacious
dog park and large playground. The
park has a unique aesthetic with its
historic cabins, prairie areas, public
art feature, picturesque lake, and wellmaintained landscaping.

the road. The dog park and lake areas
of the park are further away so highway
noise is not an issue in these areas.
The historic cabins are in need of
structural evaluation and repairs. They
are not currently open to the public.
The interiors are in need of restoration.

The walking trail is one of the longest
in the city and features scenic views of
the lake and prairie. The park features
plenty of mature trees. The prairie areas
feature signs educating the public on
the benefits of natural prairie habitat to
local ecosystems. The park has some
open space that could be used for
additional programming.

The playground is generally in good
repair with only minor maintenance
needed.
The lake is shallow and prone to algae
growth. It receives unfiltered runoff
from the surrounding area including
the highway, so that sludge has
accumulated and it is not currently
capable of supporting fish.

The primary con of the park are its
limited parking area and its proximity to
a noisy highway. The highway noise is
especially a nuisance for tennis players,
as the courts are located right next to

The restroom is unheated and is
therefore only open seasonally.

Play Equipment and Safety Surface

24
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Data Collection
Lake School Park

that is sometimes used for lacrosse
practice.

Lake School Park consists of 9.1 acres
located at 581 Coeur de Ville Road.

Park enhancers include a secluded feel
due to its mature trees, wooded area
and vegetated border. The historic
Lake School Building is a unique
feature that adds character to the
park. An interpretive sign provides
historical background information on
the structure. The tennis courts are the
most heavily used in the city and are
the city’s only lighted courts. Figure
7 below shows Lake School Park’s
existing facilities.

It is situated between a residential area,
a nursing home and a small wooded
area. Part of the park area is wooded
and the entire park has a boundary of
dense vegetation. The primary facilities
at this park are three lighted tennis
courts and a historic school building
that was relocated to the site in 1967
and for which the park is named. Other
facilities include a play area and swings,
a 9’ x 18’ restroom and open space

N
Figure 7: Lake School Park Existing Facilities

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Data Collection
Negative factors include the park’s
playground is extremely dated and in
disrepair. The play area does not meet
current safety standards, including
having retaining wall ledges without
guardrails that pose a falling hazard.
The Lake School Building is in need of
repairs and is not currently open to the
public. The park’s parking lot is limited
in space. The path to the tennis courts
is very steep and does not meet ADA
accessibility standards. The walkways
around and leading to the play area are
also not handicapped accessible due
to the uneven concrete caused by tree
roots. There is no accessible route
from the parking lot to the Lake School
Building.

Historic Lake School Building

Creve Coeur’s Only Lighted Tennis Courts

Interpretive Signage Near Lake School Building

26
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Data Collection
LaVerne Collins Park

statues. Mature trees provide shade
over much of the space. It also has
open space that could be used for
expanded programming.

LaVerne Collins Park consists of
1.24 acres located at 10581 Old Olive
Street.

The park’s primary drawback is it’s lack
of parking and lack of a clear entrance.
New features would require more
parking. The park close proximity to
and shared parking lot with the fitness
facility may create confusion around
how to enter the park and even that
the space is a public park. Additionally,
utility infrastructure running underneath
the site prevents excavation for any
construction.

This is a small and rarely used park with
only three designated parking spaces.
It is located behind a fitness facility
off of the primary commercial corridor
through Creve Coeur.
Facilities at this park include a 20’ x 20’
decorative wood pavilion, lion statues, a
concrete picnic table, a covered bench,
and a grill. Figure 8 below LaVerne
Collins Park’s existing facilities.
The park’s positive elements include
the distinctive visual character of the
decorative pavilion and unique lion

Gazebo and Lion Statues

N
Picnic Area

Figure 8: LaVerne Collins Park Existing Facilities
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

|

Planning Design Studio

|

Summer 2019

27

Data Collection
Malcolm Terrace Park

The park has a 9-12 year old
playground on an 1,800 SF wood mulch
safety surface and a separate 1,100
SF mulch safety surface with swings.
Other facilities include a 9’ x 18’
restroom, a sand volleyball court and
an 18’ x 20’ wood pavilion.

Malcolm Terrace Park is a 34.01 acre
park located at 11370 St. Paul Street.
The park sits within a residential
neighborhood and the primary access
route is a small residential street. The
park includes considerable wooded
area with nature trails. The nature trails
are mostly unpaved, although there is a
short stretch of asphalt pavement. The
trails include several footbridges over
a stream. There is a second nature
trail in the northeast section of the park
known as Serenity Grove. It features
a mulch trail, mature trees, a public
art installation and a bench. There is
a secondary park entrance in Serenity
Grove with on-street parking.

Figure 9 on the following page shows
Malcolm Terrace Park’s existing
facilities.
Park assets include its extensive
walking trails, mature trees, wooded
nature and habitat area, and the
secluded feeling created by the trees.
Disadvantages include limited parking
and an access road that cannot support
heavy traffic. The sand volleyball court
does not have an adequate boundary to

Playground on Wood Mulch Safety Surface
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enclose its sand. The playground and
swings are separated, which is not ideal
for parents watching multiple children.
The swings and safety surface are in
need of repair. The Serenity Grove area
is situated within a ‘U’ of residential

properties and is hard to identify from
the rest of the park; some park users
may not realize it is part of the park.
The park restroom is unheated and so
is only open seasonally.

N
Figure 9: Malcolm Terrace Park Existing Facilities
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Millennium Park

The southwest portion of the park is
wooded with a trail leading through a
portion of this area. Primary facilities at
this park include a splash pad and two
adjacent playground areas, a one-mile
walking trail and a baseball field. The
park also includes open space currently
being used as a non-regulation soccer
field, a 38’ x 38’ pavilion, a large
stormwater retention basin, a 38’ x
38’ heated restroom and maintenance
shed, and a small play area at the
baseball field. Figure 10 below shows
Millennium Park’s existing facilities.

Millennium Park consists of 25.4 acres
located at 2 Barnes West Road. The
park is situated behind Barnes Jewish
West County Hospital off of Olive Blvd,
the city’s primary commercial corridor.
It is adjacent to two schools, Andrew’s
Academy and Hope Montessori
Academy. The park includes the
historic Tappmeyer House which was
relocated to the park in 2003. The
first floor of the building is open to the
public for exhibits, tours and functions.

N
Figure 10: Millennium Park Existing Features
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The primary play area sits on a 5,000
SF rubber poured in place (PIP) safety
surface and the adjacent play area
sits on a 2,700 SF rubber PIP surface.
These play areas are general in good
condition, with minor repairs needed
on the safety surfaces and to the
equipment. Covered benches are
located around the playground area.
The small play area near the baseball
diamond sits on 750 SF of PIP surface.
This playground and safety surface are
in need of major repair.

well maintained and landscaped. It has
distinctive entry posts giving the park
a unique aesthetic. The Tappmeyer
House is in good condition and further
adds to the parks character. The
restroom is the only year-round heated
facility within Creve Coeur’s parks. The
pavilion is the largest within the park
system.
The park’s disadvantages include the
stormwater detention basin area which
appears overgrown and unsightly. The
wooded nature area has few trails and
its interpretive signage is in disrepair.
The parking lot, while spacious,
does not have lighting. Some of the
park’s open space is underneath an
overhead utility route with large support
structures that divide the park space.
New facilities will have to be located
away from these structures.

This park is a popular community
destination. Positive elements include
its proximity to local institutions
(hospital and schools) which use the
park often. It has ample parking and
some open space that could be used
for new facilities. The splash pad draws
park visitors during the summer as it is
the only one in Creve Coeur. The park is

Historic Tappmeyer House

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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LOCAL TRAIL & BICYCLE
NETWORK

Existing trails within Creve Coeur are
located in Conway Park, Millennium
Park, Malcolm Terrace Park, and Dr. H.
Phillip Venable Memorial Park. To the
northwest of the city, there are trails
around Creve Coeur Lake (managed by
St. Louis County Parks) and the Katy
Trail, a state park and the longest railsto-trails greenway in the country.

The Creve Coeur Parks master plan
included a review of existing and
proposed bike trails in Creve Coeur
and in surrounding communities.
This review was based upon existing
available studies to determine
opportunities for park connections and
links to adjacent recreation facilities.

To the south of Creve Coeur, the cities
of Ladue, Frontenac, Town & County
and Des Peres have several stretches
of existing bike lanes and trails, the
longest being along Manchester Road,
and along Manchester Road and Ballas
Road.

The only stretch of existing dedicated
bike lane in Creve Coeur is 0.9 miles
along Olive Blvd from Mason Road in
the west to Cross Creek Drive in the
east. Roads without dedicated bike
lanes can be considered bike-friendly
if they have facilities such as “Share
the Road” signs, shared lane markings,
paved shoulders, and/or wide outside
lanes. The only stretch of existing bike
friendly road in Creve Coeur runs along
the east boundary of Creve Coeur on
Warson Road. The bike friendly route
begins at Old Warson Road south of
Creve Coeur and runs 6.4 miles north
to where Warson Road turns into Link
Road.
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There is a network of bike-friendly
roads to the east of Creve Coeur that
connect to the south along Warson
Road. Also to the west is a stretch
of Great Rivers Greenway (GRG) trail
running parallel to I-170.
Figure 11 on the following page shows
all existing bike routes and trails in and
around Creve Coeur.
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Figure 11: Creve Coeur Bike Routes Existing Connections
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Connections Proposed
by Others

The GBP’s recommendations for
bike lanes and bike-friendly routes
surrounding Creve Coeur would
connect disparate stretches of existing
bike routes and create an overall
bikeable network.

The Gateway Bicycle Plan (GBP)
has created a detailed map of
recommended bicycle connections
throughout the St. Louis region.

GRG has proposed an extension to the
Missouri Greenway which would run
parallel to the north boundary of Creve
Coeur. GRG has also proposed the Deer
Creek Greenway to the southeast of
Creve Coeur that will connect existing
stretches of trails in Brentwood.

Within Creve Coeur, the GBP
recommends providing a bike lane
along Olive Blvd to unite some of the
existing disparate stretches of bike
lane. The GBP also recommends a
small east-west stretch of bike lane
along Conway Road just north of I-64
that would connect Ballas Road to the
entrance to Conway Park.

The 39N Master Plan proposes a
network of multi-use paths through the
39N primary development area in the
northeast corner of Creve Coeur and
connecting with the surrounding region.
When completed, the 39N development
area will feature a network of walkable
streets between Olive Blvd, Lindbergh
Road, Baur Road, and Warson Road.

The GBP proposes bike-friendly road
features along the entire length of
Ladue Road through Creve Coeur,
which would continue east to Forest
Park and west to where Ladue Road
meets Olive Blvd. Bike friendly features
are also proposed running north to
south through Creve Coeur on Spoede
Rd., New Ballas Road, and adjacent to
I-270 on Coeur De Ville Drive from Olive
Blvd to Ladue Road. A shared-use path
is proposed along Mason Road on the
west boundary of Creve Coeur from
Ladue Road south to connect with an
existing path along Clayton Road.
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Figure 12 on the following page shows
all proposed bike routes and trails in
and around Creve Coeur.
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Figure 12: Creve Coeur Bike Routes Proposed Connections
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Potential Connection

Master Plan Priority
Connections

There is an opportunity to use existing
utility corridors to develop trail
connections in Creve Coeur. A high
tension power line corridor runs northsouth on the western side of the City
that could potentially connect Conway
Road to Millennium Park. While many
hurdles would need to be addressed,
the utility corridor does create an
opportunity to provide off-road trail
linkages to parks in established
neighborhoods. This potential
connection should be explored for
feasibility.

The Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation
Master Plan recommends prioritizing
key bike routes throughout Creve Coeur
on major arterial roads and between
these arterial roads and city parks.
East-west connections on Ladue
Road and Olive Blvd and north-south
connections on New Ballas Road and
Spoede Road will form a base grid of
connectivity throughout Creve Coeur.
This would also unite the two existing
disconnected stretches of bike lane
along Olive Blvd.

Power line corridors exist is numerous
communities across the country for
example the Marjorie Harris Carr
Cross Florida Greenway in Ocala, FL
and the Highline Canal Trail in Denver,
CO. Some concerns have been raised
regarding the safety of trails developed
in power line easements due to electro
magnetic fields. Research suggests
that the safety concerns are minimal.

The GBP proposed connection along
Conway Road between New Ballas
Road and Conway Park should be
prioritized to add connectivity to
Conway Park. Millennium Park should
be connected to the bike route along
Olive Boulevard with a bike route along
Mason Rd. Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park could be connected
to the route along Spoede Road
with bike facilities on Country View
Drive. Malcolm Terrace Park could be
connected to Ladue Road with a bike
route along Mosley Road and St. Paul
Street. Finally, Lake School Park could
be connected to Olive Blvd with bike
facilities along Coeur De Ville Drive.
Master plan priority connections are
shown highlighted in yellow in Figure
13 on the following page.
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Figure 13: Creve Coeur Bike Routes Priority Connections
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Millennium Park

Park Land & Facility Analysis

3

PARK LAND
& FACILITY
ANALYSIS

The park classifications are
neighborhood park, district park,
metropolitan park and regional park, as
defined on the following pages.
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial and
Lake School Parks were classified as
neighborhood parks. Conway, Malcolm
Terrace and Millennium Parks were
classified as district parks. LaVerne
Collins Park is a mini park (less than
5 acres). There are no published
standards for mini parks, so it was
excluded from the evaluation. Creve
Coeur does not have any metropolitan
or regional parks.

The Park Land Needs
Assessment is an evaluation of the
amount and distribution of parkland
within Creve Coeur and within a four
mile radius from the city boundary (see
Figure 1). Parks within the assessment
radius were classified by size and
compared to a national park acreage
standard based on Creve Coeur’s
population.

N
Figure 1: Four Mile Radius from the Creve Coeur City Boundary
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Neighborhood Park (5-15 acres)

District Park (16-79 acres)

A multi-use recreation asset for
unsupervised neighborhood games.
The service area is the immediate
neighborhood as limited by
geographical barriers; within 5 - 15
minutes walking distance or a onemile radius from the park. The need
standard is 1.5 acres of neighborhood
parkland per 1,000 people.

Supplements neighborhood parks in
providing close-to-home recreation
opportunities for all age groups.
Typical amenities include picnic
areas, playgrounds, sports fields and
courts, and trails. The service area
is within 10-minutes driving time or
a 3-mile radius from the park. The
need standard is 2.5 acres of district
parkland per 1,000 people.

Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park is a
Neighborhood Park

Conway Park is a District Park

Lake School Park is a Neighborhood Park

Millennium Park is a District Park

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Metropolitan Park (80-249 acres)

Regional Park (>250 acres)

These parks often encompass
significant natural areas as well
as active recreation areas. Typical
facilities include a swimming pools,
recreation complex, picnic areas,
playgrounds, ice rinks, trails, fields,
courts, golf courses and natural areas.
The services area is within 20-minutes
of driving time or a 5-mile radius from
the park boundary. The need standard
is 4 acres of metropolitan parkland per
1,000 people.

These parks are designed to provide
an experience of extensive areas of
natural environments, an opportunity
not usually possible with urban parks.
The service area is within one hour of
driving time or within a 30-mile radius
from the park. Typical facilities include
campgrounds, playgrounds, picnic
areas, nature centers, trails systems,
water features, winter sports facilities,
botanical gardens, sports fields and
scenic roads. The need standard is 6
acres of regional parkland per 1,000
people.

Creve Coeur Park (a St. Louis County Park) is a
Regional Park within a 4-mile Radius of the Creve
Coeur City Boundary

Faust Park is a Metropolitan Park within a 4-mile
Radius from the Creve Coeur City Boundary

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Park Land & Facility Analysis
Park Land Needs

Column 3 calculates the park land
surplus or deficit for each classification.
Considering only park land within Creve
Coeur, the city is 9 acres short of the
standard acreage for neighborhood
parks, 75 acres short for metropolitan
parks and 112 acres short for regional
parks.

The park land acreage for each
classification is compared to a national
population-based standard from
the National Recreation and Parks
Association (NRPA). The standard is:
• Neighborhood Park - 1.5 acres per
1,000 people

The forth column tallies park land
within a 4-mile radius of Creve Coeur’s
city limits (excluding parks that are
farther from Creve Coeur than the
classification service area, as in
neighborhood parks over 1-mile away).

• District Park - 2.5 acres per 1,000
people
• Metropolitan Park - 4 acres per 1,000
people
• District Park - 6 acres per 1,000
people

The final column calculates the surplus
of park land for each classification
when both parks within Creve Coeur
and within a 4-mile radius are taken
into account. In this case, Creve Coeur
exceeds the overall park acreage
standard for all classifications.

Creve Coeur’s park land needs based
on the 2017 population are listing
in the first column of Table 1 below.
Column 2 lists the acres of park land
in each category within Creve Coeur.

Existing
Park Land Acreage

Land Acreage Need
(-) or Surplus

Existing Non-CC
Park Land Acreage1

Park Land Acreage
Need (-) or Surplus

Classification
Neighborhood Park (5 ac. - 15 ac.)
District Park (16 ac. - 79 ac.)
Metropolitan Park (80 ac. - 249 ac.)
Regional Park (250 ac. +)
Acreage - Total

Park Land Standard
Acreage

Creve Coeur

28
47
75
112
262

19
91
0
0
109

-9
44
-75
-112
-152

25
110
333
2,674
3,141

15
153
258
2,562
2,989

Table 1: Park Acres within Creve Coeur and 4-Mile Radius by Classification
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Recreation Facility Needs

The facility demand is calculated based
upon population. For example, the
playground standard is one playground
per 1,379 residents. Using the Creve
Coeur population of 18,702, the facility
demand per the standard would be
approximately 13 playgrounds. The
inventory of playgrounds in Creve Coeur
is eight.

An analysis of the existing recreation
facilities in Creve Coeur and within a
4-mile radius from the Creve Coeur
city boundary was completed. The
recreation facilities examined included
recreation facilities such as swimming
pools/aquatic centers, athletic
fields, shelters, trails, courts, lakes,
playgrounds and opens space. The full
list of facilities that were inventoried are
in Table 2 on the following page.

The analysis of recreation facility need
also included inventorying the public
and private recreation facilities with
in the 4-mile radius to see how those
facilities could contribute. For the
analysis, those facilities are calculated
at one half the actual quantity due
to the assumption that the public or
private facilities are not available all the
time for Creve Coeur residents.

To develop the table, the supply of
the existing recreation facilities was
compared with national and local
standards for those facilities from
organizations/publications such as
the National Recreation and Parks
Association (NRPA), Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan (SCORP), and Missouri Parks and
Recreation Association (MPRA).

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

The results of the recreation facility
need analysis indicates a potential
need for three baseball fields, one
outdoor amphitheater, one basketball
court, and two multi-use courts.
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Creve Coeur (CC) Park Facility/Amenity Standards and Needs
Standard1

Facility
Demand3

CC Facility
Inventory4

Other Facility &
Open Space7

Facility Need
(CC Only)

Facility Need
(Include Others)

1 Pool/6,500

3

0

3

3

0

Baseball/Softball

1/1,545

12

1

8

11

3

Ice Skating Rink

1/108,833

0

0

1

0

0

2

2

0

0

2

2

13

5

8

8

0

1 AC/14,000

13

1.4

203

12

0

Football

1/10,000*

2

0

2

2

0

Soccer

1/3,274

6

3

19

3

0

1/50,0002

0

0

1

0

0

1 mile/4,446

4.1

3.6

9

0

0

Golf Course (9 Hole)

1/25,674

1

1

1

0

0

Tennis Court

1/2,333

8

8

23

0

0

1 mile/4,814

4

2

5

2

0

Basketball Court

1/4,410

4

0

4

4

1

Volleyball Court

1/4,659

4

1

7

3

0

Multi-Use Court

1/6,073

3

0

1

3

2

Playground

1/1,379

13

8

17

5

0

Handball/Racquetball Court

1/43,187

0

0

0

0

0

Skate Park

1/50,0002

0

0

0

0

0

Community Center

1/25,0002

1

0

2

1

0

8.5% of CC Land Area

559 Acres6

94 Acres5

1609 Acres7

465 Acres

0 Acres

Recreation Facility
Swimming Pool/Aquatic Center

Outdoor Amphitheater

1/10,000

Picnic Area Shelter

1/1,356
2

Lakes and Ponds

Roller Skating Rink
Walking/Jogging/Biking Trail (paved)

Nature Trail (unpaved)

Open Space
1

Standards from 2008-2012 Missouri SCORP unless noted

2

Standards from Planning Design Studio

3

Based upon Creve Coeur population of 18,072

4
5
6
7
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Table 2: Park Facility / Amenity Standards and Needs

*MPRA Standard

Inventory based upon facilities maintained by Creve Coeur
Land Owned by the City of Creve Coeur
Based upon total land area for the City of Creve Coeur of 6,573 acres
Public/Private Recreation Facilities quantities shown reduced by 50%

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

|

Planning Design Studio

|

Summer 2019

Public Input

4

OVERVIEW

Data Collection Online
Survey#1

Public meetings, user
group meetings, and online
surveys were used to
gain public input and elicit feedback
throughout the planning process.
Highlights included:

•

Data Collection Online Survey #1
Fall 2018

•

Data Collection Public Meeting #1
November 14, 2018

•

Parks & Historic Preservation
Committee Meeting #1
December 12, 2018

•

User Group Meeting
January 09, 2019

•

City Council Working Meeting #1
January 14, 2019

•

Andrews Academy Visit
January 30, 2019

•

Analysis & Concept
Development Public Meeting #2
February 20, 2019

•

Fall 2018 - 56 Respondents
The survey that took place during the
Data Collection phase of the project
asked participants about the existing
park facilities they used most and
about their improvement priorities.
Feedback is summarized by park below.
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial: Most
used features included the trail (53%)
and playgrounds (20%). Priorities
for improvement: trail and the picnic
pavilion.
Conway: The most used features
included the dog park (50%) and the
trail (43%). Priorities for Improvement:
dog park, the log cabins and the trail.
Lake School: Playground and tennis
courts were the most used (each at
29%). Priorities for Improvement:
tennis courts, playground, and Lake
School Building.
Lavern Collins: Input was limited as
many respondents did not use the park.

Park Improvement Ideas
Online Survey #2
February - April 2019

•

Parks & Historic Preservation
Committee Meeting #2
April 16, 2019

•

City Council Working Meeting #2
April 22, 2019

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Malcolm Terrace: The trail was the
most used (85%) and the highest
improvement priority, followed by the
picnic shelter.
Millennium: Most used features were
walking trail (53%) and playground
(21%). Priorities for improvement:
walking trails, open space, playgrounds,
splash pad and the Tappmeyer House.
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Data Collection Public
Meeting #1

LaVerne Collins: Leave as is
Malcolm Terrace: Upgrade existing
features

November 14, 2018

Millennium: Leave as is

The purpose of the first public meeting
was to present findings from data
collection, including demographics,
land use analysis, park inventories
and park analysis. Participants were
invited to give feedback through keypad
polling, filling out a comment sheet,
and taking the online survey which was
open until mid December.

The top three parks identified for
improvements were (1) Conway, (2)
Millennium, and (3) Malcolm Terrace.
Highlights from the comment sheets
received during the meeting included:

Keypad polling was used for several
multiple-choice questions to gather
input from the public. Through the
polling, attendees indicated that their
top priority for park improvements was
more walking/hiking trails. Attendees
were asked to provide their input for
each park regarding whether they (a)
like the park the way it is, (b) think
existing features need to be upgraded,
(c) would like to add new features,
or (d) would like to upgrade existing
facilities and add new features. The top
responses for each park were:
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial:
Upgrade & add features
Conway: Tie between (a), (b) and (d)

•

Add more walking trails

•

Better welcome with maps and
signs to locate parks

•

More native plants, remove
invasives

•

More ADA compliance

•

More bike lanes around city

•

Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial: Add
spray pad & tennis court lights

•

Conway: Agility equipment at dog
park, larger loop trail

•

Malcolm Terrace: Improve trail
maintenance, add maps, add foot
bridge to connect east and west
parts of the park trails

•

Millennium: Add a dog park and
stage for concerts

Lake School: Upgrade existing features
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Parks and Historic
Preservation Committee
(PHP) Meeting #1

User Group Meeting
January 09, 2019
PDS presented an overview of
the project, the master planning
process, and the existing state parks
to representative from park user
groups. Attendees included: Mayor
Glantz, City Council member AJ Wang,
neighborhood trustees, local school
representatives, PHP members, a
City Administration member, and
representatives from the Chamber of
Commerce and Creve Coeur economic
development. The following items were
identified as priorities for improvement:

December 12, 2018
PDS attended a meeting with the Creve
Coeur Parks & Historic Preservation
Committee to give them an update on
the Parks Master Plan and receive their
comments/suggestions for the master
plan. A summary of comments follows:
•

Look at opportunities to cross the
creek in Malcolm Terrace Park and
use the Ameren right of way for trail
expansion

•

Ambulance staging at Conway Park
reduces parking for visitors

•

Major ADA playground

•

Lights on tennis courts

Master plan should consider
technology in parks, like apps and
solar charging stations

•

Year round restroom access

•

Better signage

•

Expanded & cleaned up walking
paths

•

Interconnection with trail systems /
walkability

•

•

Consider adding park programming
to Millennium like arts in the park &
concerts in the park

•

Add lights to Millennium parking lot
and power to pavilion

•

•

Consider park trends and include in
master plan

Improve appearance of non-mowed
areas

•

Pickleball courts

•

Sport field improvements

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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City Council Working
Meeting #1

Andrews Academy Visit

January 14, 2019

PDS visited Andrews Academy, which
is located across from Millennium Park,
to gain feedback from students and
teachers on their desires for the Creve
Coeur Park System. Input from this
younger demographic rounded out the
feedback received primarily from older
adults at the public meetings.

January 30, 2019

PDS presented an overview of the
project, progress to date, a review
of existing conditions in the parks, a
summary of the public input received
to date, and park trends. The following
were identified by the council and
attendees as priorities for improvement:

48

•

Better signage

•

Exercise equipment

•

Pickleball courts

•

Better dog park

•

More walking trails

•

Year-round restroom

•

Basketball court

•

Regulation soccer field

•

Solar lights at Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park

•

Better equipment at Lake School

•

Lights on tennis courts

•

Dog park at Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park

•

Gaga pit

•

Ninja playground

•

Playground at LaVerne Collins

•

Nature trails at Millennium

•

More amenities at Conway
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Children answered the question “What
is your favorite thing to do at the park?”
Responses included: basketball,
kickball, play on the playground, play
soccer, swing, hiking, sledding, slides.
Teachers commented that would like:
•

More water play features

•

Placards with tree and other plant
species names (for nature walks)

•

Better soccer fields

•

Splash pad to open before Memorial
day (for school end of year party)

Examples of the responses received
from children are on the following page.
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Analysis and Concept
Development Public
Meeting #2

•

Basketball courts bring crowds and
disrupt tranquility

•

Consider a multi-use trail under high
tension utility wires

February 20, 2019

•

Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park:
Basketball court, no dog park

•

Online sign-up for tennis courts

•

Conway: Sound barrier for tennis
courts (highway noise)

•

Add greenways

•

Malcolm Terrace: Bigger grill,
connect to Spoede Road with trails,
improve trails, replace volleyball
with gaga pit or basketball or multiuse court, no dog park, no gaga pit,
add ninja course playground

PDS presented a public input summary,
an overview of the visit to Andrews
Academy, and an analysis of bicycle
connections, and examples of proposed
park features. To gain input from the
meeting attendees, PDS conducted
keypad polling, asked participants to
fill out comment sheets and invited
them to take the second online survey.
Comments received during the meeting
included the following:
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Parks and Historic
Preservation Committee
(PHP) Meeting #2 and
City Council Meeting #2

1. High Value / Low Cost

April 16 & April 22, 2019

2. High Value / High Cost

Separate meetings were held on
April 16th and 22nd with the PHP
and City Council (respectively)
to obtain feedback on the draft
recommendations developed for the
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation
Master Plan. The presentations
included an update on the project
and summary of input from previous
meetings online surveys. Results
from the second online survey were
reviewed in detail to highlight the
survey respondents preferences for
the suggested improvements to the
existing facilities in the parks, as well
as preferences for a list of new facilities
under consideration for each park.

3. Low Value / Low Cost

Both presentations included a
discussion of the results of an
assessment completed for each draft
recommendation. The assessment
process included creating a matrix
to assign community value and cost
to each potential recommendation.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

The process resulted in a scatter
chart for each park showing each
recommendation as falling into one of
the categories described below.

4. Low Value / High Cost
From the assessment of value,
PDS developed a draft list of
recommendations. These were
presented at the meetings to receive
feedback. Both groups had positive
feedback on the assessment process
and made some suggestions for
recommendations to consider adding
to the matrices. The suggested
additions included:

|

•

Dog park at Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park

•

Splash pad at Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park

•

Dog Park at LaVerne Collins Park

•

Improve tennis court lighting at
Lake School Park

•

Add amphitheater / stage area at
Millennium Park

Planning Design Studio
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Park Ideas
Online Survey #2

Lake School Park:
1. New Playground

February - April 2019
79 Respondents

2. Nature Play
LaVerne Collins Park:

The second survey asked
respondents to rank the importance of
improvements to the existing facilities
and specific new park features.
These results were considered in the
“Community Value” calculation for the
Project Priority Graphs in Section 5:
Master Plan.

1. Community Garden
2. Playground / Swings
Malcolm Terrace Park:
1. Nature Trail
2. Themed Playground
3. Solar Charging

Respondents’ rankings of most
important new features are
summarized below.

Millennium Park:
1. Nature Trail

Overall Park System:

2. Water Play

1. More Walking Paths

3. Community Garden

2. Year-round Restrooms
Tied for First
3. Nature Trail

Reoccurring comments received on
the survey included:
•

Year-Round Restrooms

•

Take care of existing facilities before
adding new

•

Walking/biking trails that connect
everywhere

2. Nature Trail

•

Shade at Millennium play area

3. Multi-use Court

•

Dog park without ½ mile walk

•

Community garden

•

Swings at Conway Park

4. New Bike Trails
5. Community Garden
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park:
1. Water Play Area

Conway Park:
1. Disc Golf
2. Pickleball Striping
3. Interpretive Elements
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Data Collection Public Meeting #1

Data Collection Public Meeting #1

User Group Meeting

Analysis and Concept Development Public Meeting #2

Park Ideas Online Survey #2
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INTRODUCTION

gardens. Implementation of the
recommendations will enable the park
system to meet the needs of a growing
community by increasing capacity of
the parks’ most popular features. This
includes adding a additional dog parks
and expanding the existing splash pad
and existing nature trail systems. A
new tennis complex will update and
consolidate tennis facilities.

In previous sections, this
master plan examined
background information
and analyzed data and public input.
Through synthesis of that information,
the planning team developed
recommendations for the park system.
This section of the study includes an
overview of a process used to assess
the potential community value of
potential improvements identified from
the previous phase’s analysis and input
from residents. The recommendations
are organized by park and include
anticipated budget costs for 2019. An
escalation factor of at least 3% per year
should be added for improvements
implemented in future years.

In addition, the recommendations
guide the upkeep of existing facilities,
ensuring they will have a long life
of serving the community. These
recommendations include removing
outdated play equipment and adding
new play areas. Deteriorating wood
signage and pavilions will be upgraded.
The sand volleyball court will be
enhanced. Asphalt walking trails
throughout the park system will be
resurfaced. All of the restrooms in
Creve Coeur parks will be converted to
year-round facilities, which was found
to be a clear desire of the community.
Finally, the historic Lake School Building
will be renovated and preserved for
future generations.

Overview
The master plan recommendations
were selected to guide the development
of the City of Creve Coeur’s park
system in a way that satisfies the
priorities of the community, prepares
for future recreation needs, and
considers environmentally friendly
practices. Once implemented, the
recommendations expand the park
system’s programming with multipurpose courts, pickleball striping, disc
golf, fishing, an arboretum, an outdoor
amphitheater, a water play feature,
a ninja playground and community
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

The master plan aims to improve the
accessibility of the park system’s
features for all residents. The
improvements include adding access
routes to several park facilities that
meet the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) standards.
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Sustainability
The master plan encourages the City
of Creve Coeur to consider sustainable
practices for the development
maintenance of Creve Coeur Parks.
Sustainable practices both reduce
upkeep costs for the city and lessen the
impact of activities on the threatened
global environment. In general,
sustainable practices for park systems
include reducing the total amount of
lawn mowing, increasing natural habitat
areas, reducing emissions and gasoline
use of maintenance vehicles, reducing
overall energy use, etc. Some of these
sustainable practices include:
• Adding in one extra day to the mowing
cycle for turf grass areas, thus
reducing the amount of mowing in a
season.
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• Select native plants for landscaping
and naturalized areas that require less
water, pesticides and maintenance.
• Add energy efficient fixtures to
restrooms such as low-water flushers
and energy efficient hand dryers;
eliminate waste from paper towels.
• Strategically locate trash and recycling
receptacles to reduce litter and
collecting time spent by staff.
• It can be more cost effective to lease
vehicles or equipment and rotate the
fleet regularly versus repairing aging
equipment with frequent breakdowns.
• Invest in equipment that collects and
makes use of gray water for watering
plants, flushing toilets and other uses.
• Upgrade to electric or hybrid vehicles.

• Identify low use areas that are
currently mowed, such as lawn next
to wooded areas or along roadways,
and consider mowing these areas less
frequently or converting them to nonmowed areas.

• Invest in high quality equipment
that need less maintenance and
replacement.

• Naturalize areas that have previous
been lawn. This will not only eliminate
mowing in these areas but create
habitat for local wildlife and improve
rainwater infiltration. Creve Coeur
already has two naturalized meadow
areas at Conway Park.

• Reduce driving by consolidating
activities, such as collecting trash in
the same trip as inspections or other
maintenance practices.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

• Invest in solar energy panels for park
lights, restrooms and other facilities.
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Figure 1: The Master Plan
Recommendation Process

Process

section of this document Missouri
ranks 40th out of 50 states due to
factors like inactivity levels and obesity.
The consideration of recreation
improvements that will provide
opportunities for increased activity
helped shape the recommendations.

The planning process included input
from many sources to identify park
needs and community desires. Many
of the needs were identified from
stakeholders including the public,
user groups, Creve Coeur staff and
elected officials. Existing conditions
assessments were completed by
the master plan consultant and
by city staff to identify issues that
should be addressed in each park.
Recommendations also considered
the overall health needs of park users.
As identified in the Data Collection
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Figure 1 above illustrates the various
sources of input that were incorporated
into the assessment. Input was
compiled and synthesized into visual
charts called assessment matrices,
which are described below and
shown for each park on the following
pages. Assigning value to each
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potential recommendation helped
to identify which improvements to
include as final recommendations
and to identify priority timeframes
for completion. Feedback on the
matrices from stake holders and the
public was incorporated into the final
recommendations.

Assessment Matrix
The assessment matrix was developed
to assign a numeric value to factors
that help indicate improvement
preferences and priorities. For
each park, a matrix valuated both
improvements to existing facilities and
proposed new facilities. For existing
facilities, four factors were incorporated
into the value rating – ‘Community
Preference’, ‘Maintenance,’ ‘Addresses
safety/ADA’ and ‘Improves Activity
Levels’ – all rated on a scale of 0-5.
The ‘Community Preference’ factor is
based on the online survey completed
between February and April of
2019. Respondents ranked their top
improvement priorities from the options
listed. The top three choices for each
park were included in the matrices, with
the highest ranked feature given a value
of 5, the second 3.3 and the third 1.7.
For the ‘Maintenance’ factor, a
rating of 5 indicates the lowest likely
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maintenance costs (which would be
best for the community) and 0 indicates
highest likely maintenance cost.
This valuation method assumes that
facilities requiring less maintenance
have more value to the community.
For the ‘Addresses safety/ADA’ factor,
a higher number indicates that the
improvement would address a potential
safety issue or improve access for all.
For the ‘Improves Activity Level’
factor, a rating of 5 indicates that
the improvement enhances the
opportunity for park users to be active
thereby increasing the health benefits
and a rating of 0 indicates that the
improvement does not increase park
user activity levels.
The matrix also includes an
assessment of new recreation facilities
being considered for Creve Coeur parks.
Seven factors that assign value for new
facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

|

Meets Recreation Standard
Community Preference
Maintenance
Expands Programming
Senior Friendly
Environmentally Friendly
Trending
Improves Activity Level
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The ‘Meets Recreation Standard’ factor
evaluated whether a new facility will
fill a gap in Creve Coeur’s recreation
needs based on national and statewide
standards. During the analysis phase
of the project, a review of the supply of
existing recreation facilities available for
Creve Coeur residents was compared
to standards set by the National
Recreation and Parks Association
(NRPA), Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP),
and Missouri Parks and Recreation
Association (MPRA) to identify need.
If a recreation facility was not available
in the city or nearby area, then it was
identified as a need that has yet to be
fulfilled. If the new recreation item in the
matrix helped to fulfill that need then it
received a value of 10.

The other factors in the matrix
considered the likelihood that each
proposed new facility would expand
recreation programming, be well suited
to the interests of seniors, add to the
park’s environmental friendly, and have
growing demand (if that recreation item
is nationally trending).
The ratings for all of the above factors
are averaged into a “community
value factor” for each recommended
improvement and new facility.
The final factor in the matrix is the
likely cost for each improvement. Cost
factors were assigned on a scale of 1-5:
• Under $25,000 = factor of 1
• $25,000 - $100,000 = factor of 2
• $100,000 - $250,000 = factor of 3
• $250,000 - $750,000 = factor of 4

The ‘Community Preference’ and
‘Maintenance’ factors described above
were also included in the evaluation
of new recreation facilities. For new
recreation facilities, those factors were
weighted double compared to the
remaining five factors.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

• Over $750,000 = factor of 5
The matrices for each park can be
found in Appendix A.
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Scatter Charts
After the assessment matrices were
developed for each park, the planning
team created scatter charts to help
visualize the data in the matrices. For
each park, a graph was created with
the community value factor as the
Y-axis and the likely project cost factor
as the X-axis. Each improvement
was plotted in the graph based on the
values assigned in the improvement
matrices. The resulting graph divides
the improvements into four quadrants:
• High Value – Low Cost

As input received from the public
indicated a desire to improve existing
facilities before adding new recreation
facilities, this was the primary focus
of the master plan. Considerations for
new recreation opportunities, such as
adding trails, pickleball, disc golf, dog
parks and sustainable elements, were
included to help achieve the overall
goals of the project and keep Creve
Coeur current with the recreation trends
and desires of the community.
The scatter charts for each park can be
found on the following pages.

• High Value – High Cost
• Low Value – Low Cost
• Low Value – High Cost
The scatter charts have four
background colors that can help
indicate whether an improvement
would be a prudent investment for
the city. Improvements shown on
a green background are likely to
be good investments for the city,
while improvements shown on a red
background in may not be as prudent.
Improvements on yellow and orange
backgrounds must be evaluated on a
case by case basis.
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Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park
Master plan recommendations
were distilled through the process
described above along with input
from the community and city staff.
The recommendations for Dr. H.
Phillip Venable Memorial Park are
shown below and listed with potential
timeframe for implementation and
order of magnitude cost in on the
following page.
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park’s
large size and ample parking allow
the addition of several new amenities

to expand park programming. Seven
new facility considerations and nine
updates to existing facilities were
evaluated and listed in the scatter chart
shown on the following page, which
helped to determine the final list of
improvements.
Pickleball striping and a new dog park
were found to be high community
value / low cost improvements and
were included in the final list. A multiuse court has a moderately high cost
but also a high community value and
was included as well. A water play
feature was found to be a strong desire
of the community and was included

Figure 2: Illustration of Location for Recommended Park Improvements
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DR. H. PHILLIP VENABLE MEMORIAL PARK
RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

in the final recommendations. The need
for a new 2-5 year old playground was
determined in the analysis phase and
playground improvements were a high
priority for residents in the community
survey. The planning team recommends
removing the existing dated play
equipment and adding a new play area

Improvements to Existing Facilities
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
Resurface Asphalt Trail
0-3 years
$100-250K
Remove Old Playground & Safety Surface 0-3 years
< $25K
Improve Signage
0-3 years
< $25K
Replace Pavilion
0-3 years
$25-100K
Convert Restrooms to Year-round Use
0-3 years
< $25K
Replace Pedestrian Bridge
3-6 years
$25-100K
Replace Tennis Courts
6-10 years
$100-250K
Considerations for New Facilities
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
Dog Park
0-3 years
$25-100K
Water Play Feature
0-3 years
< $25K
New 2-5 Year Old Playground
0-3 years
$25-100K
Pickleball Striping (All Courts)
0-3 years
< $25K
Multi-Use Court
3-6 years
$100-250K

Figure 4: Recommended Improvements with
Timeframe and Order of Magnitude Cost

adjacent to the 5-12 year old playground
in a more cohesive arrangement.
The master plan recommends replacing
the pavilion with a new structure located
near the playground where it starts to
create a comprehensive play complex. A
water play feature, such as a spray pole,
can be located nearby to complete this
community destination. The planning
team recommends including updated
access sidewalks that meet ADA
standards in the implementation of these
new facilities. These improvements are
recommended for near future (0-3 year)
implementation.
Renovations to walking paths, pickleball
striping, a multi-use court and a new
dog park were also determined to greatly
increase the park’s community value and
are prioritized as near future projects.
Improving signage, eventual replacement
of the tennis courts, and replacement of
the pedestrian bridge were found to be
needs and have already been identified as
future capital improvement projects.

Figure 3: Community Value Vs. Cost Scatter Chart
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Conway Park
Master plan recommendations
were distilled through the process
described above along with input
from the community and city staff.
The recommendations for Conway
Park are shown below and listed with
potential timeframe for implementation
and order of magnitude cost on the
following page.
In the Data Collection phase, parking
availability was identified as an
issue in the park, therefore any

recommendations will need to consider
addressing the parking supply. The
tennis players in the community
expressed that they are bothered
by the existing courts’ proximity to
a noisy highway. The master plan
recommends eliminating the tennis
courts to expand the parking area with
30 new spaces. This improvement
is prioritized for near future (0-3
year) implementation, to make
sure the park is able to the handle
parking requirements of additional
programming.

Figure 5: Illustration of Location for Recommended Park Improvements
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CONWAY PARK RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to Existing Facilities
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
Renovate Walking Path
0-3 years
$100-250K
Improve Signage
0-3 years
< $25K
Expand Parking (Remove Tennis Courts) 0-3 years
$100-250K
Convert Restrooms to Year-round Use
0-3 years
< $25K
Dredge Pond to Allow for Fishing
3-6 years
$100-250K
Considerations for New Facilities
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
Disc Golf
0-3 years
< $25K
Swings & Safety Surface
0-3 years
$25-100K
Arboretum
3-6 years
$25-100K

A disc golf course was determined to be
high community value and low cost new
facility that will expand park programming
and is prioritized for near future
implementation. Walking path renovation
was the improvement to an existing facility
determined to have the highest community
value and will be a moderate cost. It is

Figure 7: Recommended Improvements with
Timeframe and Order of Magnitude Cost

prioritized for near future implementation.
Adding swings to the Conway Park
playground was a priority among residents
who offered input into the plan and so is a
near future recommendation.
Dredging the pond to allow for fishing
was found to be a strong desire of the
community. This is a moderate cost item
and is recommended for implementation
in 3-6 years. The Missouri Department
of Conservation typically assists
communities with stocking fish for
recreational fishing. Adding an arboretum
to Conway Park has been a desire of city
staff and will increase park programming
and sustainability. It is included as a 3-6
year project.
Converting all park restrooms to yearround use was found to be a strong
community desire and is included as a
short term project. Improved signage
is part of an overall park system
improvement project that is already
included in the capital improvement plan.
Figure 6: Community Value Vs. Cost Scatter Chart
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Lake School Park
Master plan recommendations
were distilled through the process
described above along with input from
the community and city staff. The
recommendations for Lake School
Park are shown within the park below
and listed with potential timeframe for
implementation and order of magnitude
cost on the following page.
The tennis courts in Lake School are
the most used in Creve Coeur, and
expanding the courts into a tennis
complex was found to be a high
community value improvement. The
expanded courts at Lake School would

replace the courts at Conway Park and
consolidate the city’s tennis facilities.
ADA accessibility to the courts scan
be added to the new complex. Adding
pickleball striping to existing courts is a
low cost, high value improvement that
can be implemented in the short term
before the new complex is built.
An approximately 800ft walking trail
around the perimeter of the park will
increase the amount of walking paths
in the park system. Additional research
will be needed to determine the exact
alignment of the trail in relation to
existing topography. The playground
at Lake School is not only dated and in
disrepair, but not up to current safety

Figure 8: Illustration of Location for Recommended Park Improvements
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standards. For this reason, removal
of the playground is designated as a
near term project. Through discussion
with city representatives, the planning
team determined the best allocation of
resources is to invest in improving the
other playgrounds in Creve Coeur Parks
rather than replacing the playground
at Lake School, which would require
extensive and expensive grading to

LAKE SCHOOL PARK RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to Existing Facilities
Improve Signage
Remove Playground
Convert Restrooms to Year-round Use
Historic Lake School Building Renovation
Considerations for New Facilities
Pickleball Striping
Perimeter Walking Path
New Tennis Complex
Interpretive/Education

Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
< $25K
0-3 years
$25-100K
0-3 years
< $25K
6-10 years
$250-750K
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
< $25K
3-6 years
$25-$100K
3-6 years
>$750K
6-10 years
< $25K

Figure 10: Recommended Improvements with
Timeframe and Order of Magnitude Cost

make the potential playground safe
and accessible. The master pan
recommends investing the funds
available for Lake School Park into
improving its assets: it’s tennis courts
and unique historic building. Renovating
the Lake School Building would allow
park users to enter the building for
scheduled tours and events, similar to
the Tappmeyer House at Millennium
Park. This would expand the park’s
program offerings and preserve this
unique feature from which the park gets
its name. Interpretive and educational
elements can be adding at the time
of renovation to further increase the
community value of this historic facility.

Figure 9: Community Value Vs. Cost Scatter Chart
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Improved signage is part of an overall
park system improvement project that
is already included in the city’s capital
improvement plan. Converting all park
restrooms to year-round use was found
to be a strong community desire and
is included as a short term project.
Preforming this renovation to all four
unheated park restrooms at the same
time may save the city money.
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LaVerne Collins Park
Master plan recommendations
were distilled through the process
described above along with input from
the community and city staff. The
recommendations for LaVerne Collins
Park are shown within the park and
listed with potential timeframe for
implementation and order of magnitude
cost below.
Three new facility considerations and
three updates to existing facilities were
evaluated and listed in the scatter chart
shown on the following page. The
garden, dog park and improvements
to the existing site furnishings were
included in the final recommendations.

LaVerne Collins is a small park but
does include some open space where
new facilities could be added. The
substantial utilities beneath the park
eliminate the possibility of any major
construction, and so the community
idea for a new playground would not
be possible. However, non-invasive
improvements can be considered.

LAVERNE COLLINS PARK RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to Existing Facilities
Improve Benches & Picnic Tables
Considerations for New Facilities
Add Dog Park
Develop Community Garden

Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
3-6 years
< $25K
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
$25-100K
3-6 years
< $25K

Figure 13: Recommended Improvements with
Timeframe and Order of Magnitude Cost

Figure 11: Illustration of Location for Recommended Park Improvements
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A new dog park and a community garden
were both suggested by the community
and found to be high value low cost
improvements that could turn this little
used park a community resource. All of
these recommendations are relatively
low cost improvements that can be
implemented in the short to medium term
(0-3 or 3-6 years). The potential for a
perimeter walking path around the park
can be evaluated. However the site’s
steep slopes and heavily utilities beneath
the site may make this infeasible.
A Great Streets master plan developed
by the St. Louis Economic Development
Partnership for the 39N AgTech District
- Old Olive Street includes a design
concept for LaVerne Collins Park as a
gateway feature to the 39N district and a
bioretention feature. A rendering and plan
view of this concept are shown below.
Figure 12: Community Value Vs. Cost Scatter Chart

Plan and
rendering by
Christner
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Malcolm Terrace Park
Master plan recommendations
were distilled through the process
described above along with input from
the community and city staff. The
recommendations for Malcolm Terrace
Park are shown within the park below
and listed with potential timeframe for
implementation and order of magnitude
cost on the following page.
The primary strength of Malcolm
Terrace Park is its extensive nature
trail system. Developing new nature
trails within the park’s wooded area

is high value, lost cost improvement
and is recommended for short term
implementation. The existing asphalt
trails need resurfacing. Two pedestrian
bridges are recommended to be added
along with this renovation. This higher
cost improvement is recommended
for 3-6 year implementation.
Improvements to the nature trail area
at Malcolm Terrace should address
clearing of undesirable underbrush
and creek bank. Replacing the pavilion
was determined to be a relatively high
value, moderate cost improvement
and is recommended for near term

Figure 14: Illustration of Location for Recommended Park Improvements
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implementation. The existing sand
volleyball is an ongoing maintenance item
that is recommended for removal and
replacement with a multi-use court for
badminton, pickleball, and other sports.
This recommendation was determined
to have a high community value and
moderate cost. This could be added in
the near term to quickly expand the park’s
programming.

MALCOLM TERRACE PARK RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to Existing Facilities
Replace Pavilion
Improve Signage
Remove Sand Volleyball Court
Convert Restrooms to Year-round Use
Replace Asphalt Trail
Replace Play Equipment & Safety Surface
Considerations for New Facilities
Develop Nature Trails
Multi-use Court for Badminton, etc.
Add Two Pedestrian Bridges

Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
$25-100K
0-3 years
< $25K
0-3 years
< $25K
0-3 years
< $25K
3-6 years
$25-100K
3-6 years
$100-250K
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
$25-100K
0-3 years
$100-250K
3-6 years
$250-750K

Figure 16: Recommended Improvements with
Timeframe and Order of Magnitude Cost

The play equipment at Malcolm Terrace
is still functional but is showing signs
of age. Replacing this facility is a
high value improvement of moderate
cost. The importance of replacing the
playground will increase over time as the
equipment ages. This plan recommends
implementing this in 3-6 years.
Improved signage is part of an overall
park system improvement project that
is already included in the city’s capital
improvement plan. Converting all park
restrooms to year-round use was
found to be a strong community desire
and is included as a near term project.
Preforming this renovation to all four
unheated restrooms at the same time may
save the city money on parts and labor.

Figure 15: Community Value Vs. Cost Scatter Chart
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Millennium Park
Master plan recommendations
were distilled through the process
described above along with input from
the community and city staff. The
recommendations for Millennium Park
are shown within the park below and
listed with potential timeframe for
implementation and order of magnitude
cost on the following page.
Eleven new facility considerations
and eight updates to existing facilities
were evaluated and listed in the scatter
chart shown on the following page.
Adding a nature trail and resurfacing
the existing asphalt trail were shown

to have the highest community value
of the suggested improvements. The
nature trail was prioritized as a near
term improvement. Adding additional
interpretive / educational signage
will increase the community value
of the new nature trail at a low cost
and should be implemented at the
same time. Resurfacing the existing
asphalt trail is suggested as a 3-6
year improvement as the current
condition does not require immediate
action. The addition of outdoor
fitness equipment will provide an
opportunity to increase activity levels
in the community, a factor considered
in this plan, and can be a resource for

Figure 17: Illustration of Location for Recommended Park Improvements
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Master Plan
the city’s growing senior population. This
is recommended as a near term priority.
A ninja course and amphitheater or band
stand were all identified as community
desires in the planning process and
found to have high community value. An
amphitheater will provide an opportunity

MILLENNIUM PARK RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to Existing Facilities
Improve Signage
Asphalt Trail Resurfacing
Playground Improvements
Considerations for New Facilities
Nature Trail with Interpretive Elements
Outdoor Fitness Equipment
Amphitheater / Band Stand
Expanded Water Play Feature
Ninja Course
New Connection to Deland Drive

Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
< $25K
3-6 years
$100-250K
3-6 years
$100-250K
Timeframe Order of Magnitude Cost
0-3 years
$100-250K
0-3 years
$25-100K
3-6 years
$100-250K
3-6 years
$100-250K
3-6 years
$100-250K
3-6 years
$25-100K

Figure 19: Recommended Improvements with
Timeframe and Order of Magnitude Cost

to greatly increase the park system’s
program offerings with concerts in the
park and other events, as well as fulfill a
recreation need based on the standards
explained in Section 3 - Park Land and
Facility Analysis.

Figure 18: Community Value Vs. Cost Scatter Chart
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

The splash pad is already a popular
community destination, and so the plan
recommends expanding it with new
water play features that will ensure
the park system is meeting the needs
of an growing population. Playground
improvements have been included
as a 3-6 year project to ensure the
park’s facilities stay up to date. It is
recommended that the updates focus
on the primary playgrounds, while
the playground near the baseball field
be removed. To increase pedestrian
connections, a walkway can be developed
connecting to Deland Drive at the southeast portion of the park as a 6-10 year
improvement. In addition, BJC hospital,
located just north of the park, is planning
to include a sidewalk connecting the
hospital to the park as part of their
ongoing development.
|

Planning Design Studio

|

Summer 2019

73

Master Plan
Recreation Programming
The Creve Coeur Parks Department
offers recreation programs that include
exercise classes and events. The
two regular exercise classes at the
Dielmann Complex are chair yoga
and Tai Chi. Each of these exercise
programs runs 4-8 weeks with one
class per week. The classes currently
have limited participation, with 5-11
attendees per class. Several special
events are currently programmed: A
Celebration of India which has about
300 participants, and a summer
concert series at Millennium Park.
Each of the three concerts in 2019 had
225-250 attendees. Other classes and
events have been canceled due to lack
of attendance. The recommendations
in this master plan will provide
potential for expansion to recreation
programming.
The suggested amphitheater/band
stand at Millennium Park would
allow for improved conditions for the
musicians and provide a focal point for
the event. The amphitheater could be
used for plays (such as Shakespeare
in the Park) or movies in the park. The
amphitheater could also be rented out
for private events such as weddings,
corporate events or organization
gatherings.
The suggested ninja course at
Millennium Park could host classes and
a competitive team associated with
74

the Ultimate Ninja Athlete Association
or American Ninja Warrior. These
associations organize local and
national competitions around ninja
obstacle courses. The suggested
outdoor fitness equipment could also
be used for outdoor exercise classes.
At Conway Park, the suggested
disc golf course could host a team
to participate in a disc golf league.
Tournaments could be held at the park,
that could also serve as fundraising
events. Renovating the lake could
open up opportunities for programming
related to learning how to fish and
learning more about water quality.
At Lake School Park, the suggested
tennis complex could host tennis
lessons for children and adults. Tennis
teams could be organized to participate
in an established tennis league or Creve
Coeur could organize its own tennis
league.
The suggested multipurpose courts
at Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial
and Conway Parks could host youth
basketball, volleyball teams and/or
badminton teams. The dog park at
Conway or the suggested parks at Dr.
H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park or
LaVerne Collins could host ‘Yappy Hour’
social events or dog training classes.
A community walking group could be
organized and rotate meeting locations
between Millennium, Conway and
Malcolm Terrace Parks.
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IMPLEMENTATION
PRIORITIES AND
FUNDING STRATEGIES

Strategy
Knowing that resources available
for implementing the Creve Coeur
Parks and Recreation Master Plan
are typically limited for municipalities,
a phased strategy for carrying out
recommendations in the master plan
is suggested. The phased approach
should be based upon the priorities
that the City and public have identified
through the planning process. Phasing
sequence may vary depending on
factors such as funding sources,
implementation logistics, construction
operations, bid packaging, and cost/
pricing efficiencies.

Introduction
Implementation of the Creve Coeur
Parks and Recreation Master Plan is
a long term process that will require
updates as existing recreation facilities
are improved or new ones built and
as population demands change. It
is recommended that the master
plan be reviewed every few years for
minor revisions in order to maintain
progress towards meeting the future
recreation goals of the community.
A determination can be made by
Creve Coeur staff and elected officials
on whether the update warrants
external assistance from a park
planning consultant or whether the
update can be completed internally
by City staff. The following describes
implementation strategies and
priorities. The information that follows
is an overview of implementation and
funding considerations.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Small steps toward the completion of
recommendations can be implemented
incrementally over time that will serve
park users in the near term. Lower
priority improvements that are not
critical to park operations or usability
can be implemented later. This
approach allows Creve Coeur to show
results toward the improvement of the
park system and will create a favorable
climate toward future parks and
recreation spending.
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Priorities
The suggested priorities of the Parks
and Recreation master plan reflect
the current needs of the community
and the input received from the public
meeting. As circumstances change or
opportunities come to light the priorities
may change, therefore Creve Coeur
should revisit the following priorities
on a regular basis. The following is a
summary of the recommended near
term (0-3 year) priority improvements
for the park system:
Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park
• Resurface walking path
• Remove old playground; add new 2-5
year old playground
• Replace pavilion
• Add dog park
• Add water play feature
• Add pickleball striping to tennis courts
• Convert restroom to year-round use
Conway Park
• Renovate walking path
• Expand parking (remove one tennis
court)
• Convert one tennis court to multi-use /
tennis court
• Add disc golf course
• Add swings & safety surface to play
• Convert restroom to year-round use
area
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Lake School Park
• Remove playground
• Add pickleball striping to tennis courts
• Convert restroom to year-round use
LaVerne Collins Park
• Improve benches & picnic tables
• Add dog park
Malcolm Terrace Park
• Replace pavilion
• Remove sand volleyball court
• Develop new nature trails
• Add multi-use court
• Convert restroom to year-round use
Millennium Park
• Add nature trail
• Add interpretive / educational
elements associate with the nature
trail
• Add outdoor fitness equipment
All Parks
• Improve signage

Funding and Acquisition
Sources
Once a master plan has been
established, acquiring funds to
implement the master plan can be
challenging. The following information
describes the main sources of funding
that may be utilized to fund the Plan
implementation.
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EXISTING FUNDING
SOURCES:
Capital Improvement
Program 2020-2024

Historic Building Rehabilitation and
Preservation

Parks and recreation improvement
projects have been planned for in the
City of Creve Coeur Five Year Capital
Improvement Program for fiscal years
2020-2024 include the following:
Creve Coeur – Frontenac Missouri
Pacific Trail Study
•

•

•

Surveying and engineering services
to create a concept-level plan for
a walking trail along the former
Missouri Pacific Railroad corridor
between Malcolm Terrace Park and
Villa Coublay Drive.

Assessment, improvement, and
preservation of Hackmann Cabin
and Clester Cabin in Conway
Park, and Lake School House in
Lake School Park. All three of the
buildings need significant repairs to
help keep rain and/or animals from
entering the buildings.

•

Total amount: $224,093

•

Anticipated time frame:

•

FY2020 – $35,000 for Lake School
House

•

FY2021 – $100,000 for Hackmann
Cabin

•

FY2022 – $75,000 for Clester Cabin

Tennis Court Repairs at Conway Park

Total amount: $30,000 for design
& engineering (construction would
qualify for a municipal park grant or
recreational trails grant)

•

Minor repairs, repainting, and
conversion of one of the courts into
a pickleball court

•

Total amount: $20,000

Anticipated time frame: FY2020

•

Anticipated time frame: FY2020

Millennium Park Trail Study
•

•

Malcolm Terrace Park Trail
Improvements (Grant Match)

Engineering design services to
investigate the feasibility of adding
walking trails within Millennium
Park and possible pedestrian
connections to the adjacent
neighborhoods.

•

Total amount: $20,000 for planning
study (construction would qualify
for a municipal park grant)

•

Anticipated time frame: FY2020
(planning study)
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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•

Resurfacing two asphalt trails and
the parking lot at Malcolm Terrace
Park

•

Total amount: $15,000 (representing
the city’s portion of the cost for a
$75,000 project funded by a federal
grant through the recreational trails
program)

•

Anticipated time frame: FY2021
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Playground Safety Surface
Replacement
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•

Total amount: $175,000

•

Anticipated time frame:

•

FY2021 – $75,000 for the surface of
the newer playground at Millennium
Park

•

FY2024 – $100,000 for the
playground surface at Dr. H. Phillip
Venable Memorial Park

Future Capital
Improvement Program
In addition, the City of Creve Coeur Five
Year Capital Improvement Program
for fiscal years 2020-2024 identified
projects that are to be planned for in the
future, but are not alloted funds in the
2020-2024 time frame. These projects
include the following:

City Entrance and Park Identification
Signage Master Plan

Dr. H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park
Pedestrian Bridge Replacement

•

Contracting with a consultant to
design new City Entrance signs/
monuments, Park Identification
signs/monuments, and directional
sign leading visitors to City Facilities

•

•

Total amount: $20,000

•

Anticipated time frame: FY2022

Tennis Court Replacement at Lake
School and Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Parks (Grant Match)

Removal and replacement of a
wooden pedestrian bridge at Dr.
H. Phillip Venable Memorial Park
with a prefabricated steel bridge
with a wooden walking surface (an
alternative would be to have the
city’s Public Works staff replace the
wooden elements of the bridge at
substantially less cost)

•

•

Replacement of the tennis courts
with post-tensioned concrete

Total amount: $150,000 (would
qualify for a municipal park grant)

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

•

Total amount: $30,000 (representing
the city’s portion of the cost for
a $500,000 project funded by a
municipal park grant)

•

Anticipated time frame: FY2023

Certified Nature Explorer Classroom
•

Outdoor classroom located in either
Malcolm Terrace Park or Millennium
Park, including elements such as
music & movement area, a place to
do nature art, a place to build, climb
or crawl, a place to gather or play
in water and will include signage
throughout

•

Total amount: $25,000

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Conway Park Lake Dredging
•

Removal of silt and other debris that
has accumulated at the bottom of
the lake

•

Total amount: $400,000 (would
qualify for a municipal park grant)

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

•

Total amount: $250,000

Park Playground Safety Surface
Repairs

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

•

Replacement of damaged areas and
rejuvenation of the rubberized safety
surface beneath the playgrounds at
Millennium Park (installed in 2002
and 2006), Dr. H. Phillip Venable
Memorial Park (2009), and Conway
Park (2011)

•

Total amount: $75,000 per park
(qualifies for a municipal park grant)

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

Conway Park Path Reconstruction
•

Full-depth reclamation of the
pavement of the asphalt walking
and the construction of a new,
10-foot wide asphalt path over the
newly fortified base

•

Total amount: $260,000 (would
qualify for a municipal park grant)

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

Public Art in City Parks and Properties

Malcolm Terrace Park Bridge and
Stream Rehabilitation
•

•

•

Rehabilitation of a section of Deer
Creek in Malcolm Terrace Park that
has eroded its banks and threatens
a (currently closed) vehicular bridge
at the end of Townsend Drive

Commissioning, installing, and/or
renting art pieces to be displayed on
city properties and in parks

•

Total amount: TBD

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

Total amount: $500,000

•

A study of possible off street trail
connections to improve walkability
and bikeability in Creve Coeur,
including consideration of trails
between Conway and Ladue roads;
from Malcolm Terrace Park to
Spoede Road; and near Millennium
Park, from Mason Road through the
Creekside at Mason Subdivision to
Bellerive Elementary School

•

Total amount: TBD (would qualify
for federal and state grants)

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

Trail Connectivity Studies

Millennium Parking Lot Lighting
•

Lights of the same style and layout
as the adjacent Barnes Jewish
Hospital parking lot

•

Total amount: $80,000

•

Anticipated time frame: TBD

Millennium Park Playground
Replacement
•

Replacement of the equipment
and safety surface of the main
playground
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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POTENTIAL FUNDING
SOURCES:

Park Land Dedication
Dedication of open space or payment of
fees for park development or recreation
purposes by private developers
can be negotiated in exchange for
developmental considerations beyond
those customarily permitted by
planning and zoning requirements.
Unless properly written and applied,
a park land dedication ordinance
can result in a lengthy court battle
with a developer accusing the local
government of illegally taking valuable
land. In order to prevent this, the
ordinance must provide that any land
or funds will benefit the users of the
new development. Fees in lieu of
open space can be used when it is
not practical for a developer to donate
land. An important aspect of park land
dedication is land quality. Not every
plot of ground is suitable for recreation.
A typical ordinance will require that
most of the land be dry, reasonably
flat, and accessible by road. Some
ordinances provide allowances for
private recreation space. The idea is
that the private amenities will reduce
residents’ need to use local public
parks. Restrictive covenants and
maintenance agreements are usually
part of the conditions for allowing
private recreation space to be given

Parks and Stormwater
Sales Tax
In 1995, the Missouri General Assembly
enacted legislation to allow any city
in the State to levy a sales tax of up
to 1/2 cent for municipal parks and
stormwater control. The tax is collected
on a point-of-sale basis within the
current city borders and any annexed
areas. Fifty municipalities in Missouri
participate in the sales tax levy. Creve
Coeur does not.

User Fees
As a practical matter, communities
throughout the country are requiring
users of parks and recreation facilities
to pay for the facilities they use on a
daily permit or seasonal basis. This is
primarily true of costly indoor recreation
facilities and large labor-intensive
outdoor facilities such as ballfield
complexes and aquatic facilities that
have high staffing and maintenance
obligations.

Grants
Grant funding programs have been
available at both the state and federal
levels. Opportunities for federal grant
funding of recreation improvements are
limited. However, there still are a variety
of state grant programs available.
Some of these grants are listed below.

allowance.
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Recreation Trails Program (RTP) - In
Missouri, RTP grants are open to local
and state governments, school districts,
non-profit and for-profit organizations.
Missouri receives between $1 and $1.5
million per fiscal year. The maximum
amount awarded is $250,000 for
trail projects. Sponsors must have a
minimum 20 percent match. Projects
must be open to the public.

which the bond money must be
committed for use or it can be forfeited.
The following are three types of bonds
that may be considered for recreation
facility funding:
•

Special Obligation Bonds - Issued
in one or more series to finance the
undertaking of any development
project and paid back by one or
more limited revenue sources.

Transportation Enhancement
(TE) Grants - The Transportation
Enhancement (TE) activities offered
funding opportunities to help expand
transportation choices and enhance the
transportation experience through 12
eligible TE activities related to surface
transportation, including pedestrian
and bicycle infrastructure and safety
programs, scenic and historic highway
programs, landscaping and scenic
beautification, historic preservation, and
environmental mitigation.

•

General Obligation Bonds - Bonded
indebtedness issued with the
approval of the electorate for capital
improvements and general public
improvements. These bonds usually
require an increase in property tax.

•

Certificates of Participation Lease financing can be arranged
through public sale of certificates
of participation (COPs). Each
certificate holder owns a beneficial
interest in the lease. Certificate
holders in the aggregate constitute
the lessor. COPs are a newer form
of lease financing that is gaining
popularity and acceptance by
investors. COPs are limited by the
City’s existing revenue sources.

Bonds
The City could utilize its bonding
capacity to place a bond referendum
on the ballot. With successful passage,
the City would then be allowed to sell
bonds to raise capital for renovation
and improvements to the park system.
Taxes are raised appropriately to retire
the bond over the term of the bond.
The bond money typically is available
in a lump sum and put to use on the
projects for which it was identified.
Likewise, there is a time frame under
Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Private Enterprise
Contracts with private business could
be signed to provide and operate
desirable recreational facilities financed
and constructed by the public sector on
city owned lands with compensation
paid to the city.
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Lease/Purchase Financing
Facilities for public use can be financed
and built through an entity separate
from the municipality – either another
public entity, a nonprofit corporation
set up for that purpose, a bank or
leasing company, or joint powers
authority. There are several types of
lease purchase funding mechanisms,
including certificates of participation
which have previously been discussed,
and sales leaseback, which is a means
for public entities to sell an existing
facility to a separate entity such as a
nonprofit organization, an investor, or
a group of investors. Improvements
can be made by the separate entity
who then leases the facility back to the
public entity for an agreed to period of
time and interest rate.

Non-Profit Organizations,
and Foundations
The development of non-profit
organizations and/or foundations
represents tremendous opportunities
to enhance the parks and recreation
system in Creve Coeur through special
projects for which city funding is not
available. In this situation, independent
organizations would cooperate with the
city to promote the parks and ensure
their long-term service to residents
through independent funding. Goals
for an organization of this type might
include:
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•

Preservation of green space.

•

Support the provision of quality
park and recreation environment for
business, employees, residents, and
visitors to enjoy.

•

Provide funding for projects which
enhance park resources and
encourage renewal of recreation
facilities without using local tax
dollars.

Private Donations
A variety of programs have been
developed in other park systems
to accept private donations for
enhancements to the park system
including land, facilities, equipment,
trees, plants and other elements to the
park system.

Conclusion
Successful implementation of the
master plan will be achieved by utilizing
a combination of the previously
mentioned funding sources. For the
largest and most costly projects, the
use of bonds, leveraged bonds, or
similar municipal financing is the most
realistic. This method permits access
to a large sum of money to complete
the project in the shortest possible time
frame, thus making the improvement
available to the community in the near
future. The amount of the bond should
be fixed to ensure sufficient funds are
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Develop Champions for
the Plan

generated from the sales tax to not
only retire the bonds, but also provide
for some level of operations and
maintenance, as well as finance other
smaller capital improvements to be
completed by city staff on a labor and
materials basis.

The City should continue to
promote and encourage secondary
support groups to champion the
implementation of the Parks Master
Plan.

The small to medium sized projects
should be funded by other sources
such as grants, donations, and selfhelp activities. It is not possible at
this time to identify a specific source
for every project in the master plan
as this is an interactive process
that needs to be undertaken by city
officials. This section has offered
several broad suggestions to help the
city begin developing an approach to
implementing the plan. These ideas
are suggestions and the city may
revise, refine or re-prioritize them as
conditions in Creve Coeur change.

Ongoing Consensus
Building
It is important that consensus building
continue throughout implementation
of the plan. An informed public with
“knowledge” and “ownership” in the
plan will help keep the process moving
forward.

SUMMARY
The implementation of the Parks
Master Plan is a process that will help
the City of Creve Coeur meet future
recreation demands while providing a
high level of recreation facilities and
programs. A number of funding sources
have been identified in order to assist
the City in financing the Plan. The City
should pursue as many opportunities
for funding as possible and remain
open to new and creative input toward
funding the Plan in the future. Periodic
reviews of the Plan should be made in
every few years in order to ensure that
implementation is progressing toward
the vision described in this report.

ACTION ITEMS
Formal Plan Adoption
The first action item the City of Creve
Coeur should seek to accomplish is
support of the Parks and Recreation
master plan by the City Council and
formal adoption of the plan by the
City. This gives the plan legitimacy
and spreads the responsibility for
its implementation throughout the
municipal organization.

Creve Coeur Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Serenity Grove at Malcolm Terrace Park

Appendix A
Community
Value Matrices

Community Value Matrices
The following Community Value Matrices were developed to assist with assigning value to potential
recommendations for the Creve Coeur Parks. One matrix for each park was completed that included
ratings for improvements to existing facilities and ratings for new facilities being considered at the
park. The matrices are the basis for the information contained in the scatter charts.

*Order of
Magnitude
Development Cost
Key:
1 = <$25K
2 = $25K - $100K
3 = $100K - $250
4 = $250K - $750K
5 = > $750K
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CONWAY PARK
Community Value Factors

Community
Preference

Maintenance

Expands
Programming

Senior Friendly

Environmentally
Friendly

Trending

6.7
10
0
3.3
0
0
0
0
0
3.3

8
8
6
6
6
3
2
8
2
8

5
5
5
5
5
3
5
0
5
0

5
0
2
3
5
5
5
2
5
0

2
4
2
4
3
5
4
5
5
3

5
0
0
3
0
2
2
3
1
0

Total

Meets
Recreation
Standard
0
0
10
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

5
3
2
5
0
0
0
0
2

4.5
2.8
2.8
2.5
1.7
1.8
1.8
1.0
1.0

3
3
3
2
1
1
1
4
2

Total

Addresses
Safety/ADA
4
1
5
1
1
0
1
3
1

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

Improves Activity
Level

Maintenance
4
4
4
4
4
2
3
1
1

Improves
Activity Level

Community
Preference
5
3.3
0
0
1.7
5
3
0
0

Park Improvements
Existing Facility Improvements
E1 Asphalt Trail Resurfacing
E2 Playground Improvements
E5 Expand Parking
E9 Convert Court to Multi-Use & Tennis
E3 Pavilion Maintenance
E7 Restroom Modification (Year-Round)
E8 Better Signage
E6 Log Cabins
E4 Dog Park

Park Improvements
Considerations for New Facilities
N1 Pickleball Striping
N2 Disc Golf
N8 Multi-Use Court
N5 Interpretive/Education
N7 Exercise Stations
N10 Arboretum
N3 Community Garden
N4 Solar Charging Station
N6 Fishing
N9 Swings

Cost Factor

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

5
3
5
0
5
4
3
0
1
2

4.6
3.8
3.8
3.0
3.0
2.8
2.6
2.3
2.4
2.0

1
1
3
2
2
2
1
1
3
1

*Order of
Magnitude
Development Cost
Key:
1 = <$25K
2 = $25K - $100K
3 = $100K - $250
4 = $250K - $750K
5 = > $750K

* Order of Magnitude Development Cost Key = 1 - < $25K, 2 - $25K - $100K, 3 - $100K - $250, 4 - $250K - $750K, 5 - > $75

Survey Comments (summary):
Parking will get crowded if new programing is added
Tennis courts are high priority
Some can't walk the distance from the parking lot to the dog park
Swings would be nice
Year round restrooms
Creve
Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Maintain
whatCoeur
we have

|

Planning Design Studio

|

Summer 2019

87

Community Value Matrices

LAKE SCHOOL PARK
Community Value Factors

Total
Total

Trending

Improves
Activity Level

Environmentally
Friendly

Improves
Activity Level
Senior Friendly

1
5
3
1
1

Addresses
Safety/ADA

3.8
3.4
3.3
2.9
2.7

Maintenance

5
5
3
0
0

Expands
Programming

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

Maintenance

1
3
1
1
1
4

Community
Preference

3.6
3.0
2.3
1.8
1.8
1.9

5
3
0
0
1
5

Community
Preference

2
5
5
0
0
0

4
4
4
2
3
1

Meets
Recreation
Standard

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

3.3
0
0
5
3
1.7

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
10
0
3.3

8
6
8
8
8

5
5
0
5
0

5
5
0
3
2

2
2
3
4
5

5
4
2
3
3

Park Improvements
Existing Facility Improvements
E1 Swings
E3 Tennis Court Improvements - Access
E4 Soccer Field
E5 Restroom Modification (Year-Round)
E6 Better Signage
E2 Historic Lake School Building

Park Improvements
Considerations for New Facilities
N1 Pickleball Striping
N4 New Tennis Complex
N5 New Playground and Swings
N3 Interpretive/Education
N2 Solar Charging Station

Cost Factor

*Order of
Magnitude
Development Cost
Key:
1 = <$25K
2 = $25K - $100K
3 = $100K - $250
4 = $250K - $750K
5 = > $750K

* Order of Magnitude Development Cost Key = 1 - < $25K, 2 - $25K - $100K, 3 - $100K - $250, 4 - $250K - $750K, 5 - > $75
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Community Value Matrices

LAVERNE COLLINS PARK
Community Value Factors

Total

Total
Improves Activity
Level

1
1
2

Trending

Improves
Activity Level

2.3
1.8
1.4
Environmentally
Friendly

Addresses
Safety/ADA

0
0
0

Senior Friendly

Maintenance

0
0
0

Expands
Programming

4
4
4

Maintenance

Community
Preference
5
3.3
1.7

Community
Preference

Park Improvements
Considerations for New Facilities
N2 Community Garden
N1 New Dog Park
N3 Solar Charging Station

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

Meets Recreation
Standard

Park Improvements
Existing Facility Improvements
E1 Picnic Table
E2 Benches
E3 Gazebo

Cost Factor

0
0
0

10
3.3
0

6
2
8

5
5
0

5
5
2

4
3
5

2
3
3

2
2
0

4.3
2.9
2.3

*Order of
Magnitude
Order of
Development Cost
Magnitude
Key:
Development 1 = <$25K
Cost*
2 = $25K - $100K
3 = $100K - $250
4 = $250K - $750K
1
5 = > $750K
2
1

* Order of Magnitude Development Cost Key = 1 - < $25K, 2 - $25K - $100K, 3 - $100K - $250, 4 - $250K -
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Community Value Matrices

MALCOLM TERRACE PARK
Community Value Factors

Total
Total

Trending

Improves
Activity Level

Environmentally
Friendly

Improves
Activity Level
Senior Friendly

2
3
3
3
1
2
1

Addresses
Safety/ADA

4.8
4.0
3.3
3.0
2.6
2.5
2.4

Maintenance

4
5
5
3
3
2
0

Expands
Programming

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

Maintenance

2
3
1
1
1
2

Community
Preference

3.8
3.3
1.8
1.5
1.5
2.7

2
3
0
0
0
5

Community
Preference

4
3
0
0
5
0

4
4
2
3
1
4

Meets
Recreation
Standard

Order of
Magnitude
Development
Cost*

5
3.3
5
3
0
1.7

0
10
0
0
0
0
0

10
0
0
6.7
0
0
3.3

8
6
8
8
6
2
6

5
5
5
0
5
5
0

5
3
5
0
0
5
2

4
2
3
3
2
3
5

2
1
0
3
5
3
3

Park Improvements
Existing Facility Improvements
E1 Nature Trail
E2 Playground Improvements
E5 Restroom Modification (Year-Round)
E6 Better Signage
E4 Sand Volleyball Court
E3 Replace Pavilion

Park Improvements
Considerations for New Facilities
N5 Nature Trail
N6 Multi-Use Court
N3 New Bike Trails
N1 Themed Playground Elements
N4 Gaga Pit
N7 New Dog Park
N2 Solar Charging Stations

Cost Factor

*Order of
Magnitude
Development Cost
Key:
1 = <$25K
2 = $25K - $100K
3 = $100K - $250
4 = $250K - $750K
5 = > $750K

* Order of Magnitude Development Cost Key = 1 - < $25K, 2 - $25K - $100K, 3 - $100K - $250, 4 - $250K - $750K, 5 - > $750
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Community Value Matrices

MILLENNIUM PARK
Community Value Factors

Total
Total

Trending

Improves
Activity Level

Environmentally
Friendly

Improves
Activity Level
Senior Friendly

3
3
3
3
2
1
1
1
3

Addresses
Safety/ADA

6.1
4.1
3.6
3.4
3.0
2.9
2.6
2.6
2.6

Maintenance

5
1
5
5
5
2
0
3
3

Expands
Programming

Order of
Magnitude
Developmen
t Cost*

Maintenance

3
3
1
2
1
1
2
1

Community
Preference

4.8
3.3
2.0
1.8
1.5
1.3
1.0
0.5

5
3
0
2
0
1
3
0

Community
Preference

5
3
5
3
0
0
0
0

4
4
3
2
3
4
1
2

Meets
Recreation
Standard

Order of
Magnitude
Developmen
t Cost*

5
3.3
0
0
3
0
0
0

10
10
10
0
0
0
0
0
0

10
0.0
0
0
0
3.3
0
0
6.7

8
6
6
8
6
2
6
6
2

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

5
5
1
2
5
5
3
0
0

4
2
2
2
3
4
4
2
1

2
4
0
5
0
2
3
5
3

Park Improvements
Existing Facility Improvements
E1 Asphalt Trail Resurfacing
E2 Playground Improvements
E6 Athletic Fields
E4 Splash pad
E8 Better Signage
E3 Pavilion Maintenance
E5 Historic Tappmeyer House
E7 Restroom Improvements

Park Improvements
Considerations for New Facilities
N9 Nature Trail
N11 Amphitheater/Band Stand
N10 Multi-Use Court
N1 Ninja Course Playground
N8 Exercise Stations
N4 Community Garden
N6 Interpretive/Education
N7 Gaga Pit
N3 Water Play Feature

Cost Factor
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1 = <$25K
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Park Assessments
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Meeting Notes
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Appendix D
Presentations and
Boards
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Planning Design Studio

300 New Ballas Road
Creve Coeur, MO 63141
P: (314) 432-6000
www.creve-coeur.org

727 North First St., Suite 360
St. Louis, MO 63102
P: (314) 241-3600
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